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ACADEMIC PROFILE AND OVERVIEW 
 
 
René Carraz 
Associate Professor, 
Toyo University 
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, Tokyo, 
Japan 
Associate Researcher at BETA
UMR 7522, Université de 
Strasbourg  
carraz@toyo.jp 
 

 

📘Toyo University 
🏛️BETA 
💼LinkedIn profile 
🎓 Google Scholar profile 
🧬ORCID iD 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Following my doctoral dissertation entitled “Academic Researchers at the Crossroads of 
Industrial Science: The Case of a Japanese University,” defended in 2011 at the University of 
Strasbourg within the framework of the Franco-Japanese Doctoral College, I have developed a 
distinctly international academic career at the intersection of research, teaching, and practice. 
After a period at the OECD working on the governance of international scientific cooperation, I 
co-founded an NGO dedicated to the revitalization of public spaces through creativity, before 
continuing my academic activities within several European institutions.  

In 2018, I joined academia full-time within the Department of Global Innovation Studies at Toyo 
University in Tokyo, where I currently hold the position of Associate Professor and Co-Head of 
the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Unit. I have been promoted to the rank of Full Professor, 
with appointment effective April 2026, following a promotion formally approved on December 
9, 2025. In parallel, I have been an Associate Researcher at BETA (UMR 7522, University of 
Strasbourg) since 2020. 

My research focuses on innovation dynamics, strategic management, research governance, and 
science and technology policy. It examines how organizations—universities, firms, and public 
institutions—structure the relationships between scientific production, innovation processes, and 
societal challenges. This research program has resulted in more than twenty peer-reviewed 
journal articles and book chapters, including publications in M@n@gement, Journal of 
Innovation Economics and Management, and Scientometrics, as well as over twenty-five 
presentations at major international conferences (EPIP, DRUID, AIMS, AEI, AGeCSO, among 
others). 

My work has been supported by several competitive research grants, including a Grant-in-Aid 
for Scientific Research (JSPS Kakenhi - Japan), for which I serve as Principal Investigator 
(2024–2027), and participation in the ANR JCJC ECO-INNOVATE (CNRS -France)  program 
(2024–2026). These projects are grounded in an interdisciplinary approach drawing on 
organizational theory, economics, and innovation studies. 

I am an active member of the international academic community and regularly serve as a 
reviewer for leading journals such as Research Policy, Regional Studies, Journal of Technology 
Transfer, and Industry and Innovation. I also participate in academic selection and evaluation 
committees at Toyo University and contribute to the organization of international training 
programs and scientific events, including the Autumn School in Creativity Management 
(University of Strasbourg) and the Tokyo Global Innovation Challenge, a student competition 
awarding €60,000 in prizes. In addition, I have contributed to several European research projects 
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on creativity, business models, and design thinking, notably the KAEBUP (Knowledge Alliance 
for Evidence-Based Urban Practices) program supported by Erasmus+. These projects were 
closely connected to fieldwork and collaborations in Southern Europe, particularly in Cyprus, 
where I have sustained research and teaching collaborations. This work has informed my 
research agenda and led to recent publications, including in the International Journal of the 
Commons. 

At the institutional level, I have played a key role in the development of international academic 
programs at Toyo University, contributing to the growth of an English-taught curriculum from 
approximately 100 to over 400 students. I teach courses in innovation, creativity, 
entrepreneurship, and strategic management. 

Over the past two years, I have significantly consolidated my academic profile through a 
research sabbatical (2024–2025) at BETA, Strasbourg, France, which resulted in a substantial 
body of peer-reviewed publications, including articles in leading journals within innovation and 
management studies, as well as my contribution to an internationally recognized 
higher-education textbook. During this period, I also secured and participated in competitive 
research funding and developed several ongoing collaborative projects with international 
research teams. In parallel, I continued teaching at Toyo University while expanding my 
teaching activities in Europe, including courses in an Executive MBA program and 
graduate-level teaching in management. These achievements have been formally recognized at 
the institutional level and culminated in my promotion to Full Professor, effective April 2026. 
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ACADEMIC DEGREES AND QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 
2011​ ​ ​ Ph.D. in Economics 
​ ​ ​ Université de Strasbourg & Collège doctoral franco-japonais 

Title « Academic Researchers at the Crossroads of Industrial Science: 
The Case of a Japanese University »  
Defense date: February 14, 2011 
 
Co-Supervisors: 
Patrick LLERENA, Professor, Université de Strasbourg  
Yuko HARAYAMA, Professor, Tohoku University 
 
Reviewers:  
Jean-Alain HERAUD, Professor, Université de Strasbourg 
Dominique FORAY, Professor, École Polytechnique Fédérale de 
Lausanne 
John WALSH, Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology 
 
Additional Committee Members:  
John WALSH, Professor,  University of California 
Reinhilde VEUGELERS, Professor, KU Leuven 

 
2006​ ​ ​ Master’s in Economics and Management, Specialization: Business ​
​ ​ ​ Science 
​ ​ ​ Kyoto University, Japan 
​ ​ ​ Graduated with highest honors 
​ ​ ​  
2005​ ​ ​ DEA (Postgraduate Diploma) in the Economics and Management of ​
​ ​ ​ Innovation and Knowledge 
​ ​ ​ Université de Strasbourg, France 
​ ​ ​ Graduated with honors 
 
2002​ ​ ​ International Education Program 
​ ​ ​ Kyoto University, Japan 
​ ​ ​ Interdisciplinary exchange program: culture, language, politics, and ​
​ ​ ​ economics 
 
2001​ ​ ​ Maîtrise (4th year)  in Economics, Specialization: Money and Finance 
​ ​ ​ Université Louis Pasteur (Strasbourg I), France   
​ ​ ​ Graduated with merit​ 
​ ​  
2000​ ​ ​ Bachelor’s in Economics and Management 
​ ​ ​ Université Louis Pasteur (Strasbourg I), France 
​ ​ ​ Graduated with merit 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
 
2026–…  ​​ Professor (Kyōju): Promotion formally approved by the Faculty Council 

on December 9, 2025, with appointment effective April 1, 2026. 
 
2020 - 2026​ ​ Associate Professor (Junkyōju)  
​ ​ ​ Teaching and conducting research on innovation, entrepreneurship, 

corporate governance, and science and technology policy. 
​ ​ ​ Co-Coordinator of the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Track in the 

Undergraduate Program. 
​ ​ ​ Department of Global Innovation Studies, Toyo University, Japan 
 
2018 - 2020​ ​ Assistant Professor (Kōshi)  
​ ​ ​ Teaching and research on innovation, entrepreneurship, corporate 

governance, and science and technology policy. 
​ ​ ​ Department of Global Innovation Studies,Toyo University, Japan 
 
2024-2025​ ​ Associate Researcher (Research Sabbatical)  
​ ​ ​ Conducted at the Bureau of Theoretical and Applied Economics (BETA, 

UMR 7522). Université de Strasbourg 
●​ Coordinated the project “Exploring the Dynamics of Academic 

Science Production” (1 article published in Scientometrics). 
●​ Collaborated on the ANR JCJC ECO-INNOVATE project (1 

article published in M@n@gement). 
●​ Co-authored a forthcoming chapter on science diplomacy and 

artificial intelligence. 
●​ Pursued research on academic entrepreneurship, impact 

entrepreneurship, and policy evaluation (1 article under revision, 1 
article published in JIEM). 

●​ Research on urban creativity (1 article published in International 
Journal of the Commons). 

​ ​ ​ (Contact: Patrick Llerena; pllerena@unistra.fr) 
 
2024-2025​ ​ Visiting Professor 
​ ​ ​ Contributed to the development of the University of Cyprus’ first 

accredited online program (MA Design for Social Innovation).  
​ ​ ​ Center for Entrepreneurship et Department of Architecture. 
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Nadia Charalambous; charalambous.nadia@ucy.ac.cy ) 
 
2024​​ ​ ​ Visiting Professor ​ ​  
(March -April)​ ​ Taught Academic Entrepreneurship (Master’s level) and led Methodology 
​ ​ ​ ​ Seminars (Doctoral level). 

Faculty of Business Administration, Southwestern University of Finance 
and Economics, Chengdu, China. 

​ ​ ​ (Contact: MingFeng Tang; tang@swufe.edu.cn ) 
 
2022-2023​ ​ Associate Researcher 
​ ​ ​ Knowledge Alliance for Evidence-Based Urban Practices (KAEBUP) 

project, University of Cyprus, Nicosia 
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Nadia Charalambous; charalambous.nadia@ucy.ac.cy ) 
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2013 - 2020​ ​ Visiting Lecturer 
​ ​ ​ ​ Taught Innovation & Science & Technology Policy (Master’s level). 
​ ​ ​ ​ Department of Economics,  Neuchâtel University, Switzerland. 
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Jean-Marie Grether; Jean-Marie.Grether@unine.ch) 
 
2017​​ ​ ​ Visiting Lecturer​ ​  
(Jul.)​​ ​ ​ Taught Economics and Management of Innovation (Master’s level). 

Faculty of Business Administration, Southwestern University of Finance 
and Economics, Chengdu, China. 

​ ​ ​ (Contact: MingFeng Tang; tang@swufe.edu.cn ) 
 
2016 -​2017​ ​ Research Engineer 
​ ​ ​ Conducted research on the intersection of intellectual property, creativity, 

and scientific research. 
​ ​ ​ Organized creative workshops for academic startups and public 

authorities. Strasbourg University & ACCRO, France.​  
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Patrick Llerena; pllerena@unistra.fr) 
 
2014 -2016​ Senior Research Fellow 

Researched public space and creativity. 
​ Managed European and international grants; led the growth diversification 

of the NGO. 
​ ​ ​ Urban Gorillas, NGO, Nicosia, Cyprus. 
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Veronika Antoniou; urbangorillas.ngo@gmail.com)  
 
2012​​ ​ ​ Junior Policy Analyst 
​ ​ ​ ​  Worked on the governance of international cooperation in science, 

technology, and innovation for addressing global challenges. 
​ ​ ​ ​ Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Paris 
​ ​ ​ ​ (Contact: Ester Basri; Ester.basri@oecd.org) 
 
2011-2012​ ​ ​ Junior Research Fellow 
​ ​ ​ ​ Conducted a radical innovation project, literature review, and database 

management. 
​ ​ ​ Managerial economics, Strategy and Innovation, KU Leuven, Belgium 
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Reinhilde Veugelers; Reinhilde.Veugelers@kuleuven.be) 
 
2011​ ​ ​ ​ Consultant 
​ ​ ​ ​ Authored reports on innovation policy and university funding. ​
​ ​ ​ ​ Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Paris 
​ ​ ​ ​ (Contact: Ester Basri; Ester.basri@oecd.org) 
 
2010 - 2011​ ​ Lecturer 
​ ​ ​ Taught Corporate Governance, Microeconomics, and Macroeconomics. 
​ ​ ​ Business Studies Department, CDA College, Cyprus 
​ ​ ​ (Contact: Pantelis Ioannou; business.studies@cdacollege.ac.cy) 
 
2006 - 2010​ ​ Teaching and Research Assistant 
​ ​ ​ Taught Industrial Economics (Undergraduate Year 3) and Statistics & ​
​ ​ ​ Probability (Undergraduate Year 2). 
​ ​ ​ Université de Strasbourg, France 
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RESEARCH WORK 
 
According to Google Scholar:  184 citations, January 2026;  
ORCID iD : 0000-0003-0763-6901 

International Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles 

 
1.​ Pandojo, J. & Carraz, R. (2026) Innovation at the Crossroads: Managing Competing 

Institutional Logics in Indonesia’s Impact Investing Ecosystem. Journal of Innovation 
Economics and Management, pre-print 198 xxxvi                        
(Rankings: Journal Impact Factor 2024: 2.3).  
https://shs.cairn.info/revue-journal-of-innovation-economics-2025-0-page-I198?lang=en  

Presentation video 

2.​ Neukam, M., Carraz, R.,  & Bollinger, S. (2025)  Create Long-Term Stakeholder 
Relations for Sustainable Open Innovation – The Case of Japan. M@n@gement. 28(4): 
1–15.  http://dx.doi.org/10.37725/mgmt.2025.11293 (Rankings:  ABS 1) | Citation 
count: 1 

Presentation video 
 

3.​ Antoniou, V. & Carraz, R. (2025) Commoning in a Hyperdiverse Neighbourhood: 
Insights from a Community Festival in Nicosia. International Journal of the Commons. 
19(1):472–491.  https://doi.org/10.5334/ijc.1497  (Journal Impact Factor 2024: 1.9) 

4.​ Nguyen, V., & Carraz, R. (2025). Exploring academic patent-paper pairs: a new 
methodology for analyzing Japan’s research landscape. Scientometrics 130, 1329–1356 
(Ranking: ABS 2; Journal Impact Factor 2024: 3.5) 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-025-05275-5　| Citation count: 1 

Presentation video 
 

5.​ Renou, T., Carraz, R., & Burger-Helmchen, T. (2023). Japan’s Corporate Governance 
Transformation: Convergence or Reconfiguration? Administrative Sciences, 13(6), 141. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/admsci13060141 (Journal Impact Factor 2024: 3.1) | Citation 
count: 17 

6.​ Carraz, R., & Merry, A. (2022). Playful experience design: reactivating public space in 
Cyprus, a case study perspective. Journal of Urban Design, 27(2), 181-204. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13574809.2021.1973889   (Journal Impact Factor 2024: 1.9) | 
Citation count: 12 

7.​ Antoniou, V., Carraz, R., Hadjichristou, Y. & T. Tourvas. (2019). Activating the 
Publicscape. The case of Urban Gorillas. Journal of Public Space 4(3). 87-111. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.32891/jps.v4i3.1223.  | Citation count: 3 

8.​ Carraz, R. & Y. Harayama (2018). Japan’s Innovation Systems at the Crossroads:  
Society 5.0, Panorama: Insights into Asian and European Affairs, 33-45.   | 
Citation count: 44 

9.​ Merry, A. & R. Carraz (2016). Exploring the Social Impacts of Temporary, Playful 
and Artistic Interventions. The International Journal of Social, Political and 
Community Agendas in the Arts. 12(1), 29-46. 
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Publications of articles in national peer-reviewed journals 
 

10.​Oo, N., & Carraz, R. (2023) How Healthy is Japan’s Entrepreneurial Ecosystem? From 
the Perspective of Leading Universities in Japan. Journal of Regional Development 
Studies. (26) 91-116 http://id.nii.ac.jp/1060/00013983/ 

11.​Carraz R., Antoniou, V. & Y. Hadjichristou (2022). What about the Publicscape? A new 
outlook for creative cities. Journal of Regional Development Studies (25) 95-115. 
http://doi.org/10.34428/00013244  

12.​Ueyama, T., Harayama Y. & R. Carraz (2010) Brain Drain or Brain Circulation: What 
international cooperative strategies can foster the cultivation of science-based human 
resources and promulgate their contribution to global innovation system? Sophia 
Economic Review, 55:1, pp. 23-34.   

Book Chapters / Scientific Monographs 
 

13.​Carraz, R. & Harayama, Y (Forthcoming - 2026 - April). Bridging the World: Japan’s 
Artificial Intelligence Diplomacy. In Science Diplomacy in an Era of Technological 
Disruption, Edited by J. Lüdert and. M. Waehlisch. Palgrave Macmillan. 

14.​Carraz R. (2024) “Théorie Économique, Croissance et Décarbonation” in Management 
stratégique: Créativité et transition: comment réinventer le management stratégique? 
Bollinger, S., & Schaeffer, V. (eds). Éditions EMS, pp. 19-24. (FNEGE-labelled book 
(2025), category “Higher Education Textbook”) 

15.​Harayama, Y. & R. Carraz (2022). A digital society for an ageing population. The 
Japanese experience. In Handbook of Smart Technologies: An Economic and Social 
Perspective, Edited by Heinz D. Kurz, Marlies Schütz, Rita Strohmaier and Stella 
Zilian., Chapter 31, Routledge, London. doi: 10.4324/9780429351921-38  |  Citation 
count: 6 

16.​Carraz R., Antoniou, V. & Y. Hadjichristou (Eds.) (2018). Green Urban Lab: 
Activating Public Spaces. University of Nicosia Press. Citation count: 3 

17.​Carraz, R., Nakayama, I. & Y. Harayama, Y. (2014) “ Openness, Open innovation à 
la Chesbrough and Intellectual property rights” In Patent Markets in a Globalised 
Economy,  Prager J. and D. Guellec (eds). Cambridge University Press, pp. 209-235.  | 
Citation count: 5 

18.​Carraz, R. (2012) “ Improving science, technology and innovation governance to 
meet  global challenges” In OECD, Meeting Global Challenges through Better 
Governance:  International Co-operation in Science, Technology and Innovation, 
OECD Publishing. doi: 10.1787/9789264178700-13-en | Citation count: 7 

19.​Harayama, Y. & R. Carraz (2012) “Addressing global and social challenges and the role 
of university”. In Global Sustainability and the Responsibility of Universities. Luc E. 
Weber and James J. Duderstadt (eds). Economica, Glion colloquium Series No 8, 
London, Paris and Geneva.   | Citation count: 5 

20.​Takahashi, M. & R. Carraz. (2012) “Academic Patenting in Japan: Illustration from a 
Leading Japanese University.” In Academic Entrepreneurship in Asia: The Role and 
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Impact of Universities in National Innovation Systems, Wong, P.K. and Y.P. Ho (eds) 
Edward Elgar.  | Citation count: 31 

21.​Harayama, Y. & R. Carraz (2008) “Japanese University Reform seen through 
Bureaucratic Reform and Changes in Patterns of Scientific Collaboration”. In The 
Globalization of Higher Education. Luc E. Weber and James J. Duderstadt (eds). 
Economica, Glion colloquium Series No 5, London, Paris and Geneva.  | Citation 
count: 15 

Submitted Works 
 

1.​ Carraz R. & Nigel. Internationalization in Japanese Higher Education: Evidence from 
the Top Global University Project. Manuscript 

○​ (Higher Education - Under Review, 2nd round) 

2.​ Carraz, R., Higham, K., Nguyen, V., Pelletier, P., & Yang, A. Lost in translation: 
Disruption Divergence in Paper–Patent Pairs. 

○​ (DRUID conference - Submitted) 

3.​ Bollinger, S., Carraz, R., Szostak, B & Helfrich, V. Quand la régulation transforme les 
outils de gestion: Trajectoire d’un indicateur RSE dans un grand équipementier.  

○​ (Revue Française de Gestion - Under Review, 1st round) 

Ongoing Work 
 

1.​ Carraz, R. Driving Innovation in Japan: Unveiling the Journey of 500 Academic 
Entrepreneurs. France-Japan Joint Forum “How to cope with ecological and digital 
transformations – Entrepreneurship and organizational creativity –” Strasbourg, 
November 2023. 

2.​ Nguyen, V., & Carraz, R. (2025). Exploring Academic Patent–Paper Pairs in Japan: 
Benchmarking Existing Detection Models. Working Paper BETA 2025-27, Strasbourg 
University, France. https://www.beta-economics.fr/working-papers/2025-27/  

Report 
 

1.​ Carraz, R.  &  Antonczak, L. (2023) Building a bridge from business model innovation 
to evidence-based practices. A case of the KAEBUP’s Business Models Workshop series 
in Architecture and Urban Design and Planning. Available at www.kaebup.eu . 
 

Conference Proceedings and Peer-Reviewed Presentations 
 

1.​ Carraz, R., Higham, K., Nguyen, V., Pelletier, P., & Yang, A. (2025) Lost in translation: 
Disruption Divergence in Paper–Patent Pairs. CSI seminar, BETA, Strasbourg, 18 
December. 
 

2.​ Bollinger, S., Carraz, R., Szostak, B & Helfrich, V. (2025) Quand la régulation 
transforme les outils de gestion: Trajectoire d’un indicateur RSE dans un grand 
équipementier. Journée d’étude consacrée aux outils de gestion, Revue Française de 
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Gestion, Cerefige, Nancy, 15 October 

3.​ Carraz, R. & Y. Harayama (2024). Bridging worlds: Japan’s AI Diplomacy. Future 
Forum: Science Diplomacy in an Era of Technological Disruption, Washington D.C., 
30-31 October. 

4.​ Neukam, M., Bollinger, S. & Carraz, R. (2024).  Create Long-Term Stakeholder 
Relations For Sustainable Open Innovation – The Case of Japan. Paper Development 
Workshop, M@n@gement, Paris, 12 september. 

5.​ Carraz, R. & Van Thien, N. (2024). Intellectual Property Rights and Academic 
Research: Insights from Patent-Paper Pairs in Japan’s Universities and Public Research 
Organizations. European Policy for Intellectual Property (EPIP) Conference, Pisa, 11-13 
September. 

6.​ Neukam, M. & Carraz, R. (2024). Create Long-Term Stakeholder Relations for 
Sustainable Open Innovation – The Case of Japan. XVIIe colloque de l'Association pour 
la Gestion des Connaissances dans la Société et les Organisations (AGeCSO), Paris, 
29-31 May. 

7.​ Antonczak, L. & Carraz, R. (2024). An Evidence-Based Perspective on Business Model 
Innovation: How Can Technology-Enabled Entrepreneurship Education Enhance 
Professional Development, Foster Digital Innovation, and Address Urban Challenges? 
(2024). PACIS 2024 Proceedings. 2, Ho Chi Minh City, 1-5 July. (link)  

8.​ Antoniou, V., & Carraz, R. (2024). Fostering community engagement: The role of 
festivals in urban commons. Presented at « Territoires, Créativité et Innovation » by the 
Association de Science Régionale de Langue Française (ASRDLF), Strasbourg, 26 June. 

9.​ Carraz, R.  &  Antonczak, L. (2023). Building a bridge from business model innovation 
to evidence-based practices. A case of the KAEBUP's business models workshop series 
in architecture, urban design and planning. Joint Conference From urban research to 
planning and design: strengthening cooperation between academia and practice. – 
Nicosia, Cyprus, 6-9 December. 

10.​Carraz, R. (2023). Driving Innovation in Japan: Unveiling the Journey of 500 Academic 
Entrepreneurs. France-Japan Joint Forum “How to cope with ecological and digital 
transformations – Entrepreneurship and organizational creativity –” Japanese Society 
for the Promotion of Science (JSPS), Strasbourg, November 15. 

11.​Keita, J. & Carraz, R. (2023). Impact Investing in Indonesia: How to manage competing 
institutional logics? 13th Congress of the Academy of Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
(AEI), Strasbourg, June 29. 

12.​Van Thien, N. & Carraz, R. (2023). A Novel Matching Algorithm for Academic Patent 
Paper Pairs: An Exploratory Study of Japan’s National Research Institutions. DRUID 
Conference, Lisbon, June 10. 

13.​Carraz, R. & Oo, N.  (2023). Entrepreneurial Ecosystem of Japan: Investigation from 
the Perspective of University Ventures. 35th AIMS conference proceeding, Strasbourg, 
June 7. (link) 

14.​Antoniou V., & R. Carraz (2022) Activating Neighborhoods through Ephemeral 
Actions: Community engagement and participatory practices for activating urban spaces 
Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) Sustainable Cities and Landscapes Hub 
Annual Conference, September 8, Hawai. 

15.​Antoniou V., & R. Carraz (2021) Connecting Communities with places through Art and 
play. Participatory Lab Conference: Participatory Planning: City, Environment and 
Climate Change, November 2021, Athens. 

11 

https://aisel.aisnet.org/pacis2024/track05_dibusmod/track05_dibusmod/2
https://www.strategie-aims.com/conferences/35-xxxiieme-conference-annuelle-de-laims/communications/6106-entrepreneurial-ecosystem-of-japan-investigation-from-the-perspective-of-university-ventures/


16.​Carraz R., Antoniou V. & Y. Hadjichristou (2021) What about the Publicscape? A new 
outlook for creative cities. The 11th International Conference on Cultural Policy 
Research (ICCPR 2020) “Resilience of Cultural Policy”, Kyoto, 23-26 March 2021. 

17.​Carraz, R. (2020) Society 5.0: A Japanese Policy Initiative on Innovation. Between 
Revolution 4.0 & Society 5.0 conference, Krakow University of Economics, 25 
September 2020. 

18.​Carraz R., (2017) What can we learn from a leading Japanese university about 
university- industry collaborations in the field of materials science: a qualitative based 
approach? 10th European Meeting on Applied Evolutionary Economics: "Creativity, 
Innovation and Economic Dynamic", Strasbourg, France, 1-3 June 2017. 

19.​Antoniou, V., Carraz, R., and Y. Hadjichristou. (2015) Inflating the Public. ICSAUD 
2015:  International Conference on Sustainable Architecture and Urban Design, Kyoto, 
Japan 12- 13 November 2015.   

20.​Merry, A. & R. Carraz (2015) Art and Play: Promoting Social Interaction. 
Imperial College London, Art in Society, 22-24 July 2015.   

21.​Hadjichristou, Y., Carraz R., & V. Antoniou (2015) A green urban lab: how to raise 
awareness on public spaces through creativity, a Pan-Cypriot experience. MaPS. 
Mastering Public Space, Biennale dello Spazio Pubblico, Roma, 21-24 May 2015.   

22.​Carraz R., Merry A., Antoniou V. & Y. Hadjichristou (2015) Life inside-out an 
inflatable space: how artistic experiences can be diffused in a city through playfulness. 
Contemporary Museum and Gallery Education practices: Local Communities meet 
Global Narratives, Nicosia, May 22-23. 

23.​Carraz R. (2013) Academic Research and Intellectual Property. Academic patent in 
Europe Conference, Paris, France, 3 September.   

24.​Carraz R. (2012). Who is patenting in academia, for which reasons, and how it 
impacts on academics: lessons from a Japanese university. 3rd Joint doctoral workshop 
in economics, University of Strasbourg / BETA and Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, 3 
March.  

25.​Carraz R., & M. Takahashi (2010). What can we learn from a leading Japanese 
university about university- industry collaborations in the field of materials science: a 
qualitative based approach. DRUID-DIME Academy Winter 2010 PhD Conference, 
Aalborg, Denmark, 21-23 January. 
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RESEARCH PROJECTS AND GRANTS 
 

●​ 2024-2027 : Japanese Society for the promotion of Science, Grant-in-Aid for 
Scientific Research (C); ¥3.5 million (~€22,000) 

​ https://kaken.nii.ac.jp/en/grant/KAKENHI-PROJECT-24K05092/​ 
​  
​ Principal Investigator (PI) 
 

Project Title: Exploring the Dynamics of Academic Science Production: A Focus on 
Patent-Paper Pairs 
This project develops an innovative methodology to link patents and scientific 
publications to identify “patent-paper pairs” (PPP). These pairs allow the exploration of 
both scientific and technological valorization from the same research outcome. The study 
covers all Japanese academic institutions, drawing on data from the USPTO and 
OpenAlex. One of the goals is to design an open Python/JSON library for calculating 
PPPs to promote reproducibility. Theoretically, the project draws on organizational 
theory, examining how commercialization dynamics influence scientific production, 
career structures, and academic performance indicators (citations, novelty, centrality). 

 

●​ 2024-2026 : ANR_JCJC ECO-INNOVATE -  N° ANR-24-CE26-7829-01 
In the face of global challenges, organizations must proactively integrate societal 
responsibility into their innovation strategies, requiring a paradigm shift. 
ECO-INNOVATE is positioned at the heart of this transformation. 
Coordinator: Sophie Bollinger, University of Strasbourg, BETA 
 
Work Package 1 Member: How to promote the development of innovations 
addressing global challenges. 

○​ Combining the theory of dynamic capabilities with the open innovation approach, 
this work package examines the incentives for developing collaborative 
innovations to tackle global issues. 

 

●​ 2024–2025: Research Mobility Grant, Toyo University; 2 million yen (€12,000) 

​ Mobility periods completed: 

○​ China (April–May 2024): Southwestern University of Finance and Economics 
(SWUFE)​
 

○​ Cyprus (May–August 2024): University of Cyprus, Department of Architecture​
 

○​ Strasbourg (September 2024 – June 2025): University of Strasbourg, BETA​
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●​ 2021-2024 Knowledge Alliance for Evidence Based Urban Practices (KAEBUP) 
​ Erasmus + project; https://www.kaebup.eu/ 
​  
​ Work Package 4.1 Lead: Planning, preparation, implementation, and reporting for 
​ the Innovative Business Models Workshops 

○​ Designed workshop formats and activities based on research and relevant case 
studies. 

○​ Identified relevant stakeholders contributing expertise, creativity, and skills to 
promote entrepreneurship in architecture, urban design, and planning. 

○​ Delivered a comprehensive report on the planning, preparation, and delivery of 
the workshops. 

 
●​ 2009-2014: ​ EEA/Norway Grant CY03-0007 (€ 86,371) 

Green Urban Lab: Urban Installation for Regeneration of Cities 
​ https://eeagrants.org/archive/2009-2014/projects/CY03-0007 
​ Research Director 
 

This action-research project in Cyprus addressed the regeneration of public spaces 
through a mobile, participatory urban installation. The initiative combined 
awareness-raising, artistic interventions, citizen workshops, and qualitative and 
quantitative surveys (uses, perceptions, needs). The findings were shared with local 
authorities and disseminated through the NGO’s website, academic conferences, and 
publications. 
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EXPERT ACTIVITIES 
 

Peer Reviewing for Academic Journals 

Served as a reviewer for the following peer-reviewed journals: 

●​ Research Policy,  
●​ Regional Studies,  
●​ Journal of Innovation Economics and Management,  
●​ Journal of Technology Transfer,  
●​ Industry and Innovation,  
●​ Asian Business & Management (JABM). 

 
Conference Reviewing: 
 

●​ AIMS conference 2024,  
●​ DRUID conference 2024, 2025, 2026 

 

Selection Committee Participation: 

 
1.​ 2024- Member, Faculty Recruitment Committee (Professor of Social Innovation) – Toyo 

University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 
2.​ 2022- Member, Faculty Recruitment Committee (Professor of Marketing) – Toyo 

University,  Department of Global Innovation Studies 

Other Expert Roles 
 

1.​ Registered Expert Evaluator, European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) – 
Culture & Creativity, European Union 
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LANGUAGES 
 

Language Listening Reading Spoken Interaction Spoken Production Writing 

French C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 

English C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 

Japanese B2 B2 B2 B2 B1 

Greek A2 A1 A2 A2 A1 

Details: 

●​ French: Mother tongue.​
 

●​ English: Fluent (primary language of instruction, research, and publication).​
 

●​ Japanese: Working knowledge; JLPT N2 certified; extensive academic and professional 
experience in Japan.​
 

●​ Greek: Basic conversational skills 
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TEACHING AND SUPERVISION 

My teaching covers a broad range of disciplines at the intersection of international economics, 
management, and innovation, from undergraduate to graduate levels, in multicultural and 
multilingual teaching contexts. I teach both core economic foundations and strategic and 
organizational approaches applied to the contemporary transformations of firms and institutions. 

Organization theory and management form the backbone of my pedagogical approach, which I 
closely articulate with my research on innovation dynamics, institutional logics, and science 
policy. I aim to help students understand how creativity, technology, and governance interact 
within contemporary organizations by combining theoretical concepts with concrete case 
studies. 

I have also developed expertise in design thinking and in the design and facilitation of creative 
workshops for diverse audiences, including students, entrepreneurs, professionals, and public 
authorities. These initiatives promote experiential learning and collaborative problem-solving 
and are now integrated into several programs that I co-organize, such as Creatoyo (Toyo 
University, Japan) and the Autumn School in Creativity Management (University of Strasbourg, 
France). 

I teach primarily at Toyo University within the Department of Global Innovation Studies at both 
undergraduate and graduate levels, where I deliver courses such as Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship, Science, Technology and Society, Introduction to Innovation Studies, and 
Strategic Management in the Creative and Cultural Industries. All of my course syllabi are 
available online: https://g-sys.toyo.ac.jp/syllabus/. 

Additional teaching-related media include an explanatory video on the Entrepreneurship Track 
and a recorded lecture on copyright law produced for university outreach to high school 
students. 

  Explanatory video: Entrepreneurship Track 

 Video: Recorded lecture on copyright law for university outreach and recruitment of high 
school students. 

In parallel, I have served as a visiting lecturer at several institutions, including the University of 
Cyprus (Master’s program in Design for Social Innovation), CDA College (Cyprus), 
Southwestern University of Finance and Economics (China), Tohoku University (Japan), the 
University of Strasbourg, and the University of Neuchâtel (Switzerland). These experiences have 
strengthened my ability to design and adapt teaching content to diverse academic environments 
while promoting intercultural engagement and the use of English as a language of instruction. 
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List of courses taught 

* 50-90 Students 
** 90-120 Students 

Course Title Format Hours Level Institution 

2025-2026 
Associate Professor, Toyo University 

Creativity and 
innovation 

Lecture 7h Master’s 
Programme in 
Management 
Control and 
Organizational 
Audit 
 
 
 

Strasbourg 
University, Faculty 
of Economics and 
Management Digital Economy and 

the Creative 
Economy 

Lecture 7h 

Open Collaboration 
Tools and Digital 
Revolution 

Lecture 9h The Pan-European 
Executive MBA  
(Uni. York & Uni. 
Strasbourg) 

Introduction to 
Innovation Studies** 

Lecture 22.5h Bachelor’s level Toyo University 
Department of 
Global Innovation 
Studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship* 

Lecture 22.5h 

Climate Change and 
Globalization* 

Lecture 22.5h 

Study Skills  Seminar 45h 

Major Seminar  Seminar 45h 

Strategic 
Management in the 
Creative and Cultural 
Industries 

Lecture 22.5h Master’s level 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mapping Scientific 
and Technological 
Controversies 

Lecture 22.5h 
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Course Title Format Hours Level Institution 

2024-2025 
Research Leave 

Creativity and 
innovation 

Lecture 7h Master’s 
Programme in 
Management 
Control and 
Organizational 
Audit 
 
 
 

Strasbourg 
University, Faculty 
of Economics and 
Management 

Digital Economy and 
the Creative 
Economy  

Lecture 7h 

The Sharing 
Economy 

Lecture and 
Seminar 

10h Master’s 
Programme in 
Innovation Project 
Engineering (IPI) 

Technological change 
and collaboration 
patterns* 

Lecture 6h The Pan-European 
Executive MBA  
(Uni. York & Uni. 
Strasbourg) 

Innovation and 
academic 
entrepreneurship  

Lecture and 
Seminar 

20h Master’s level Southwestern 
University of 
Finance and 
Economics, China 

Introduction to Social 
Innovation  

Asynchronous 
online 

7.5 
ECTS 

MA Design for 
social Innovation 

University of 
Cyprus, Center for 
Entrepreneurship 
and Department of 
Architecture. 

2018-2024 
Associate Professor, Toyo University 

Introduction to 
Innovation Studies** 

Lecture 22.5h Bachelor’s level Toyo University 
Department of 
Global Innovation 
Studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science, Technology 
and Society* 

Lecture 22.5h 

Digital Economics* Lecture 22.5h 

Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship* 

Lecture 22.5h 

Study Skills  Seminar 45h 

Research Methods Seminar 22.5h 
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Course Title Format Hours Level Institution 

 
 
Toyo University 
Department of 
Global Innovation 
Studies. 

Major Seminar  Seminar 45h 

Strategic 
Management in the 
Creative and Cultural 
Industries 

Lecture 22.5h Master’s level 

Mapping Scientific 
and Technological 
Controversies 

Lecture 22.5h 

2013-2020 
Adjunct Lecturer 

Innovation & Science 
& Technology Policy 

Lecture 20h Master’s level Neuchâtel 
University, 
Switzerland, 
Faculty of 
Economics 

2010-2011 
Lecturer 

Corporate governance  Lecture 20h Bachelor’s level CDA College, 
Cyprus 

Microeconomics Lecture 20h 

Macroeconomics Lecture 20h 

2009-2010  
French-Japanese Doctoral School 

Scientometrics and 
Network Analysis 

Lecture 10h Master’s level Tohoku University, 
Japan, 
Department of 
Management 
Science and 
Technology 

2006-2010  
PhD Student 

Industrial economics Seminar 24h Bachelor’s level Strasbourg 
University, Faculty 
of Economics and 
Management 

Statistics and 
probability 

Seminar 24h 
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Workshops 
 

●​ Creatoyo. Toyo University. 2018 - … 

https://www.creatoyo.org/ 

An intensive annual one-week program co-developed with BETA (University of Strasbourg) and 
the MOSAIC network (HEC Montréal), dedicated to exploring creativity through interactive and 
interdisciplinary workshops. 

As co-creator and co-organizer, I coordinate this program alongside Prof. Hajime Imamura. 

●​ Autumn School on Creativity Management. Université de Strasbourg. 2017 - 2024 

https://www.creasxb.fr/ 

Annual training event organized by BETA (University of Strasbourg) focused on creativity 
management. Through interactive workshops and collaborative sessions, I mentor 
interdisciplinary groups of students and professionals in the design and implementation of 
innovative projects. I am particularly involved in co-designing creative workshops and 
supervising pedagogical activities. 

●​ Business Models Workshops: Knowledge Alliance for Evidence-Based Urban 
Practices (KAEBUP) 

2022-2023: University of Cyprus (Cyprus), University of Porto (Portugal), University of 
Parma (Italy) 

https://www.kaebup.eu/index.php/activities/ 

Three workshops, each lasting four days, aimed at students with no prior business training. The 
objective was to explore how to foster and enhance entrepreneurship in the fields of architecture 
and urban planning. Workshops focused on sharing urban best practices, identifying market 
opportunities, and leveraging participants' expertise, know-how, and creativity to collaboratively 
develop innovative business models. 

●​ Urban Entrepreneurship: Opportunities in times of uncertainty 

July 2–9, 2021, University of Cyprus and PwC Cyprus 

https://urbangorillas.org/news/urban-entrepreneurship-opportunities-in-times-of-uncertainty/ 

Video 

A creative design workshop offered to students of all disciplines at the University of Cyprus.​
The aim was to address challenges related to urban living and transformations induced by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The workshop encouraged participant engagement and solution 
development across various aspects of urban entrepreneurship. 
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Thesis Supervision 
 

Year Formation Candidate Title 

2025-2026 Master’s Program (M2)​  
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 

Phyay Hsu Thadar 
Khin 
 

Wearing the Future: The E-Commerce 
Fashion Boom and the Fall of 
Brick-and-Mortar Retail in Myanmar 

2024/2025 Master’s Program (M1) 
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 

Iana Safonova Exploring Team Creativity through 
Collaboration with ChatGPT:  
An Experimental Study Investigating the 
Impact of Prompt Engineering Training 

“Best Thesis Award”, Second Best 
Master’s Thesis in the Department 
(2024–2025) 

Nigel Crossing Horizons: The Effectiveness of 
Japan’s Top Global University Initiative in 
Fostering Internationalization 

Billah Attaqy Salma Young Indonesian Consumers’ Purchase 
Intentions towards AI-Generated Content: A 
Theory of Planned Behavior Approach  

2023/2024 
 

Master’s Program (M1) 
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 

Nguyen Van Thien
​  

​​Linking Discoveries to Innovation: A 
Machine Learning Approach for Analyzing 
Patent-Paper Pairs in Japan’s Research 
Landscape  

“Best Thesis Award”, Best Master’s 
Thesis in the Department (2023–2024) 

Nguyen Quynh 
Huong 

Exploring the Potential of the Metaverse: A 
Critical Analysis of the Hype and Reality  

Nguyen Ngoc Anh
​  

What impact does the JET Program have on 
English ​language acquisition and 
intercultural understanding in Japanese 
schools?  

Kenta Sato​  Analysis of Corporate Social 
Responsibility’s Impact on Young Adults 
Buying Decisions 

2023/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master’s Program (M1) 
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 
 
 
 
 

Kaung Aung Khant Migrant entrepreneurship in Japan: 
Comprehensive study ​ on Motivations, 
Challenges, and support of (Myanmar) 
Burmese immigrant business owners in 
Japan 

Alex Rinas​  Sensemaking in the information age: 
Conceptualizing information commons 
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Year Formation Candidate Title 

 
2023/2024 

 
Master’s Program (M1) 
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 

Sumiyabazar Khulan Agroecology: Sustainable Solution for 
Climate Change and Economic Benefits, 
Mongolia 

2022/2023 Master’s Program (M1)​  
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 

Nan Lin Oo Evaluating the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem of 
Japan: From the Perspective of University 
Ventures 

“Best Thesis Award”, Best Master’s 
Thesis in the Department (2022–2023) 

Jocelline Keita The Management of Inter-Organizational 
Relations between Impact Investors and 
Investees in Indonesia 

Tsukasa Ono Impacts of the Spreading Electric Vehicles in 
Japan on Environmental Sustainability and 
Domestic Automobile Industry 

Le Thanh Duy COVID-19 and the Privacy Paradox: Is the 
Pandemic Affecting Privacy Decisions? 

Dao Thi Huong 
Giang 

Farm-Direct Marketing in Japan: The 
Potential for Sustainable Agriculture 
Business Development 

2021/2022 Master’s Program (M1) 
Department of Global 
Innovation Studies, 
Toyo University 

Naciff  Arroyo 
Yamil 

Digitalization of Music in Japan: How 
Vocaloid changed the music business in 
Japan 

Nguyen Thi Ngoc 
Ha 

Brand value-driven factors toward the 
selection of customers on coffee drinks and 
Opportunity for Made-in-Vietnam coffee to 
penetrate this market 

Giang Nguyen The effect of online collaboration platforms 
on the participation of university 
students with different traits of extraversion 

Master’s Program (M2) 
Science-Po Toulouse 
(co-direction) 
 

Loïck Rambeaux​ L’Entreprenariat Français au Japon 
 
 

2021-2022 Master’s Program (M2) 
Master’s Degree in 
Intellectual Property 
Strategy (SPII), Strasbourg 
University 

Pascal Desauté​  Le Japon peut-il devenir le leader mondial 
de la technologie de l’hydrogène à la suite 
du lancement par le gouvernement Japonais 
de la société 5.0 2021 

2017-2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master’s Program (M2) 
Master’s Degree in 
Intellectual Property 
Strategy (SPII), Strasbourg 
University 

Stéphane Jacob​  De la finalité des brevets et de l’innovation 
ouverte dans le ​ domaine de la R&D sur la 
science des matériaux 
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Year Formation Candidate Title 

 
2017-2018 

Master’s Program (M2) 
Neuchâtel University 

Boulahchiche 
Eddine​  

Does Board of Directors Characteristics 
Influence R&D ​ Investment? Empirical 
evidence from the Swiss context.  

2010-2011 Master’s Program (M2) 
Tohoku University & 
Institut Français de 
Mécanique  

Paul Boue Analyse comparative de la politique des 
réseaux scientifiques. 

Master’s Program (M2) 
Tohoku University& IAE 
St-Etienne 

Julien Casorla        Enquête sur la situation des start-ups issues 
de l’université de Tohoku  

Master’s Program (M2) 
Tohoku University 

Seira Toyoshima  Academic productivity analysis: The case of 
Tohoku University 

Total 26 
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ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

●​ Participation in student admissions and selection committees​
 Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 

○​ Undergraduate level: 2019–2024 / 2025–2026 
○​ Graduate (Master’s) level: 2021–2024 / 2025–2026​

 
●​ International Relations Coordinator |  2019-2021/ 2025-26 

​ Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 
In charge of managing academic partnerships, student placements, crisis response, and the 
development of new collaborations. Responsibilities included negotiating agreements with 
partner institutions, overseeing international internships, handling emergency situations, and 
identifying new opportunities for cooperation. 
 

●​ Master’s Thesis Coordinator | 2021-2023 
​ Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 
As the Master's thesis coordinator from 2021 to 2023, I established the graduation criteria, the 
schedule, and the selection process for the best theses. This involved assessing compliance with 
guidelines as well as the quality of the research and analysis. 
 

●​ Co-Coordinator, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Track (Undergraduate 
Program) | 2019-2024/  2025-26 

​ Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 

 Explanatory video: Entrepreneurship Track (Master’s level) 

 
●​ Member, Public Relations Committee | 2021-2024 

​ Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 
 

●​ Member, Academic Affairs Committee  | 2022-2023 
​ Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 
 

●​ Member, International Relations Committee | 2018-2021 & 2023-2024 
​ Toyo University, Department of Global Innovation Studies 
 

●​ Member, University Ethics Committee | 2022-2023 
​ Toyo University, Graduate School, Global Innovation Studies 
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HONORS, AFFILIATIONS, AND ADDITIONAL ROLES 
 

Current 
●​ Associate Researcher, Bureau d’Économie Théorique et Appliquée (BETA–CNRS, 

University of Strasbourg, France), since 2020​
 https://www.beta-economics.fr/annuaire/624/carraz_rene/ 
 

●​ Associate Researcher, Center for Global Innovation Studies, Toyo University, Tokyo, 
Japan 
https://www.toyo.ac.jp/research/labo_center/gic/ ​
 

●​ Member of the Steering Committee, Tokyo Global Innovation Challenge, 2025​
Student competition promoting innovative projects, awarding €60,000 in prizes. 
https://tokyo-global-innovation-challenge.jp/en/ ​
 

●​ Certified Climate Fresk Facilitator, more than 10 workshops conducted since 2022.​
 

●​ Board Member, Urban Gorillas, since 2013​
Urban Gorillas is a non-profit organization based in Nicosia, Cyprus, founded in 2013. 
Its mission is to initiate projects and actions aimed at injecting new energy and inspiring 
change in urban spaces and communities through creative initiatives. 

Past 

●​ Board Member, French Tech Tokyo, 2020–2021.​
 

●​ Board Member, Lycée Français International de Tokyo (LFI Tokyo), 2018–2023.​
 

●​ Board Member, École Franco-Chypriote de Nicosia (EFCN), 2014–2016.​
 

●​ President, Parents’ Association (LFI Tokyo), 2018–2022.​
 

●​ Supervisor, Winning Team, Mitsubishi Fuso Business Challenge, 2019 and 2020.​
 

●​ Creativity Management Coach, Hacking Industry Camp, Strasbourg, 2017 & 2018​
 https://www.hackingindustry.camp/#/​
 

●​ Member, OECD Steering Group on the Governance of International Cooperation in 
Science, Technology, and Innovation for Global Challenges, 2011–2012​
Activities included logistical support for conferences, document analysis, and report 
writing.​
 

●​ Member, Multi-country comparative study on university technology transfer organized 
by the National University of Singapore: “The Role and Impact of Universities in a 
National Innovation System: A Comparative Study of Asian Universities to Develop 
Policy and Program Recommendations”, 2010–2012.​
 

●​ Elected PhD Representative, Doctoral School Augustin Cournot, Strasbourg, 
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2008–2010.​
 

●​ Director and Editor, La Gazette Cournot, journal affiliated with the Doctoral School 
Augustin Cournot, Strasbourg, covering economics, management, social sciences, and 
international relations, 2007–2010.​
 

Distinctions 

●​ Research Fellowship, Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS), 2009 
(May–August).​
 

●​ Doctoral Fellowship, Franco-Japanese Doctoral College, 2007–2008.​
 

●​ Doctoral Fellowship, Franco-German Doctoral College (University of Konstanz 
doctoral program), 2007.​
 

●​ Scholarship, Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(MEXT), 2003–2006.​
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